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Mira!  Mira!  
Published by J.B.Lippincott Juvenile Division – 1970

Relates the story of a little boy from Puerto Rico who comes to the Mainland and experiences snow for the first time.  

Author’s Comments:  It took thirty minutes to write the story and more than two years of rejection slips before it sold to J.B. Lippincott.  This story was based on the experiences I had with my ESL class of students, at that time.  During their first December snowfall, the children were excited and shouted out the words, Mira! Mira! while pointing to the snow.  Ramon, the hero of the story was created that day!  As Lippincott no longer publishes juvenile fiction, as well as McGraw Hill my other publisher, the rights to all of my books were returned to me.  I intend to reissue this title and the following titles under my own imprint – Connell Gill Publishing – Books for young readers and the young at heart.

A Tree For Tompkins Park 
Published by McGraw Hill – 1972

Relates the story of a cub scout pack in Bedford Stuyvesant who set out to acquire a Christmas tree for their beloved Tompkins Park as grand as the one in Rockefeller Center.  With the help of family, the pack is able to give their community a wonderful gift and a lasting memory.

Author’s Comments:  This was a fun story to write.  Little did I dream that the book would come to the attention of the Public Relations Dept. of Rockefeller Center and that a pack from Bedford Stuyvesant would be invited to flip the switch to turn on the lights of the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree in December of ’72.  Then entire evening was on national television and the book received an unbelievable amount of publicity.

Pablito’s New Feet  
Published by J.B. Lippincott – 1973

Relates the story of a young boy, in Puerto Rico, who spends his waking hours in a Red Flyer Wagon because he is the victim of Polio.  His parents are encouraged to bring him to New York where he undergoes a series of operations to enable him to walk.  He walks, not as good as his friends, but good enough to now use the Red Flyer Wagon as a toy and not as a means of transportation.

Author’s Comments:  Teaching in the urban areas of New York, I found that American born and raised children were unaware of the disabilities children in other places suffered.  Thanks to Dr. Salk, polio was unknown to the children in my class until they met the hero of Pabilito’s New Feet.  Their curiosity and negative comments turned to admiration when they understood what one of their peers had to endure in order to be able to walk, and with a limp at that.

Downtown Is  
Published by McGraw Hill 1971

Relates the story of a young boy who ventures downtown from his Harlem Apartment and all the wonderful things he did and saw in that day.

Author’s Comments:  My oldest child, at 9, was put on the subway with the instructions that I would be at the third train stop awaiting his arrival.  Needless to say, the motion of the train put him to sleep.  When he woke up, he was at 125th Street.  Undaunted he went upstairs to check out the sights.  In those days, there wasn’t a lot to pinpoint in Harlem, for children, and so I wrote the story with the hero venturing downtown.

A Bicycle From Bridgetown  
Published by McGraw Hill 1975

Relates the story of Edgar Bowen, a young boy and a dreamer.  The oldest boy in a single parent home he dreams of one day having enough money to buy a bicycle.  One day, while out selling his shell pictures, he finds a bike hidden under leaves in a cane field.  Edgar begins to use the bike.  Weeks later, a notice appears in the paper that Cappie St. John, lead rider for the Barbados Cycling Team has lost his practice wheels, affectionately called, Old Champ.  Edgar realizes that the bike that has given him so much enjoyment belongs to Cappie.  He reluctantly returns the bike and is in for a big surprise.

Author’s Comments:  This is one of my favorite stories and I have already written a sequel to the book.  Edgar is a wonderful role model for spirited young boys.  Having lived in Barbados for almost twenty years, it was fun to be a part of a culture where a bicycle isn’t considered a children’s toy, but a means of transportation for adults to travel to and fro work.

My juvenile stories have also been published in the Junior Nation, a Barbadian Publication for Schools, Jack and Jill Magazine and Junior Trails.

I have written stories and workbooks for educational publishers of basal reading series.  They are J.B. Lippincott, Scott Foresman, Reader’s and Digest Pt. 32 Reading Program.

